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PRIOR SKILLS

In order to carry out academic and professional activities in English, students are recommended to have acquired B1 level of the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) or higher.

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The course is divided into parts: 1) Classes and 2) Self-study for doing exercises and activities.

In the classes, lecturers will introduce the theoretical basis of the concepts, methods and results and illustrate them with examples
appropriate to facilitate their understanding. Later, lecturers will guide students in applying theoretical concepts to solve problems,
always using critical reasoning. We propose that students solve exercises in and outside the classroom, to promote contact and use
the basic tools needed to solve problems. Students, independently, need to work on the materials provided by teachers and the
outcomes of the sessions of exercises/problems, in order to fix and assimilate the concepts. The lecturers provide the syllabus and
monitoring of activities (ATENEA).

LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE SUBJECT

1- Students must be able to identify and evaluate different communicative situations and adapt to them appropriately: transmit
technical information to the general public and to more expert audiences, both in writing and in English

2 - Students must understand and apply common rhetorical functions in technical writing, such as description, definition,
classification, and instructions.

3- Students must apply techniques for structuring and developing paragraphs effectively, ensuring intra-paragraph coherence.

4 - Students must use different patterns to structure a longer piece of writing

5 - Students must provide coherence between paragraphs and incorporate visual aids to enhance clarity and understanding.

6 - Students must be able to write professional documents in English.
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Type Hours Percentage
Self study 45,0 60.00
Hours large group 30,0 40.00

Total learning time: 75 h

CONTENTS

Module 1: Analyzing the writing situation

Description:

Module 1: The writing process

Analyzing audience & purpose

Considering style and tone: Formality and objectivity in English

Grammatical & Lexical aspects: impersonalization in English & Compound nouns in the technical field

Specific objectives:
To familiarize students with the technical register in English.
To analyze the characteristics and practice them with directed tasks.

Related activities:
Read technical texts and answer reading comprehension questions. Listen to several short passages and answer listening
comprehension questions. Classroom and digital resources through Atenea.

Full-or-part-time: 15h
Theory classes: 6h
Self study : 9h

Module 2: The writing process - paragraph level

Description:
Structuring and developing paragraphs (topic and supporting sentences), intra paragraph coherence and patterns of paragraph
development or organization.

Specific objectives:

Structuring and developing paragraphs

Ensuring coherence within paragraphs

Understanding patterns of paragraph development or organization

Enhancing paragraph-level writing skills, including how to effectively organize ideas, support main points with relevant details,
and maintain coherence within individual paragraphs.

Related activities:
Writing a paragraph following a specific pattern developed in class that can be applied to academic engineering writing.

Full-or-part-time: 20h
Theory classes: 8h
Self study : 12h
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Module 3: The writing process - text level

Description:
Structuring a longer piece of writing, writing a thesis statement, providing inter-paragraph coherence, incorporating visual aids.

Specific objectives:

To understand the process of structuring longer pieces of writing.

To learn how to formulate a clear thesis statement.

To grasp techniques for maintaining coherence between paragraphs.

To acquire skills in incorporating visual aids effectively into written work.

Related activities:
Students will be required to write a longer and more comprehensive text that demands thorough analysis and careful structuring,
surpassing the typical length of a paragraph.

Full-or-part-time: 20h
Theory classes: 8h
Self study : 12h

Module 4: Professional correspondence

Description:
Written correspondence to communicate effectively in a professional setting (cover letters)

Specific objectives:
To write a cover letter that highlights their skills and qualifications, and convinces potential employers to consider them for job
positions.

Related activities:
Based on a given scenario, students will need to write a cover letter.

Full-or-part-time: 20h
Theory classes: 8h
Self study : 12h

GRADING SYSTEM

Course assessment is based on course assignments, class participation and a final test.

Class attendance & participation (students are expected to complete activities/tasks and bring their answers to class for discussion;
they are also expected to work in collaboration with others): 15%

Three written tasks: 21% each one (63% total)

Final test: 22%

In order to pass the subject, it is a necessary condition to attend classes and present the assessed tasks. The student will not get an
attendance and class participation grade if s/he does not attend at least 75% of the sessions. If one of the tasks is not carried out,
the subject will be considered graded with a zero.

EXAMINATION RULES.

In case of partial or total copying in any of the evaluations of the subject, what is provided for in the academic regulations for
undergraduate and master's studies of the UPC will apply: "Irregular actions that can lead to a significant variation of the qualification
of one or more students constitute a fraudulent performance of an evaluation act. This action entails the descriptive qualification of
suspension and a numerical grade of 0 for the evaluation act and for the subject, without prejudice to the disciplinary process that
may arise as a result of the acts carried out. If the student considers the decision to be incorrect, they can file a complaint with the
director or the dean of the teaching center and, if the answer does not satisfy them, they can file an appeal with the rector. The total
or partial reproduction of academic or research works, or their use for any other purpose, must have the explicit authorization of the
authors. It is up to the director or the dean of the teaching center to resolve allegations about aspects not included in the
regulations."
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