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Course guide
290615 - URBAI14 - Environment, Free Space and City

Last modified: 05/07/2024
Unit in charge: Vallès School of Architecture
Teaching unit: 740 - DUTP - Department of Urbanism, Territory and Landscape.

Degree: DEGREE IN ARCHITECTURE STUDIES (Syllabus 2014). (Compulsory subject).

Academic year: 2024 ECTS Credits: 5.0 Languages: Catalan, Spanish

LECTURER

Coordinating lecturer: JOAN SOLA FONT

Others: Primer quadrimestre:
JOAN SOLA FONT
ELENA ALBAREDA
Segon quadrimestre:
JOAN SOLA FONT
ELENA ALBAREDA

DEGREE COMPETENCES TO WHICH THE SUBJECT CONTRIBUTES

Specific:
EP3G. An aptitude for cataloguing built and urban heritage and planning its protection (T).
EP7G. The ability to design functional programmes for buildings and urban spaces (T).
EP18G. Adequate knowledge of methods for studying social needs, quality of life, habitability and basic housing programmes.
EP19G. Adequate knowledge of ecology, sustainability and the principles of conservation of energy resources and environmental
resources.
EP20G. Adequate knowledge of architectural, urban planning and landscaping traditions in Western culture, as well as their technical,
climatic, economic, social and ideological foundations.
EP22G. Adequate knowledge of the relationship between cultural patterns and the social responsibilities of architecture.
EP24G. Adequate knowledge of urban sociology, theory, economics and history.

Generical:
CE4. Adequate knowledge of urbanism, planning and the techniques that are applied in the planning process

TEACHING METHODOLOGY
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE SUBJECT

The aims of the course in relation to the knowledge of the city and its own environment are:
- The study of the city like overlapping layers of information(palimpsest): medium, infrastructure and urban fabric.
- The environment understood as the matrix biophysical andlandscape of the place.
- Infrastructure, equipment and services such as the public systemthat ensures the urban condition of the city.
- The urban fabric as the built system of residence forms, activity and leisure.
This course intends to students to acquire the following skills:
- Understand the geographical, historical, economic andenvironmental reasons for the location of the city
- Decrypt the particular conditions of each place.
- Perform a systemic reading of the infrastructures and the tissues of the city
- Recognize and interpret urban processes.
- Estimate the capabilities of adaptation i recycling or reuse of the urban fabrics and the city.
Finally, in relation to instruments of analysis and expression:
- Know and use the urban and territorial cartography.
- Work with different documentation referring to the city and the territory.
To achieve these objectives, the course is organized into three thematic blocks:
The study of the urban fabric of the city, the study of systems andurban networks, and the study of the relations of the city with
theterritorial medium. Each of the blocks has a series of texts and selected articles to develop the theoretical basis of the course.

STUDY LOAD

Type Hours Percentage

Self study 70,0 56.00

Hours medium group 27,5 22.00

Hours large group 27,5 22.00

Total learning time: 125 h
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CONTENTS

Syllabus

Description:
The course is organized into two types of teaching: theoretical and practical.
The theoretical activities in two ways:

The introductory lectures to the beginning of each thematic block will be given by teachers and the rest of the classes will be
organized around the presentation and discussion of selected texts or articles for each thematic block. Every students group will
present each of these texts and they must be completed at the final submission.
These theoretical sessions and its contents shall be evaluated through an individual exercise in critical thinking at the end of each
thematic block. Presentations of texts and the individual exercises will be subject to assessment and will make up the final score.

Practical activities are developed in two ways:
The first and main, focuses on the development of a series of interpretative graphic or volumetric documents of the proposed
intermediate city. The whole of the cities studied after several courses of this subject will be an Atlas from which to establish
relations, reflections and relevant conclusions.
The city will be explored through different approaches: the initial visit, the interpretation of the urban fabric of the city, the
interrelationship of its urban systems and the relations of the city with its territorial medium.
The second practice of the workshop will focus on the empirical study of an urban project built. A visit in which a teacher or guest
professional will discuss various aspects of the project will be organized. This exercise will take place at the end each thematic
block and will be subject to evaluation.
From the day of presentation of the course will be organizedworking groups and the assignment of the city or part of the objectof
study city as well as also reviewed items that must be. The calendar of course shared sessions throughout the course, setting
dates of review work and deliveries.

Full-or-part-time: 55h
Theory classes: 27h 30m
Practical classes: 27h 30m

GRADING SYSTEM
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