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Course guide
210518 - CAEPC - Design Competitions as a Critical Thinking
Tool

Last modified: 14/12/2023
Unit in charge: Barcelona School of Architecture
Teaching unit: 735 - PA - Department of Architectural Design.

Degree: MASTER'S DEGREE IN ARCHITECTURE (Syllabus 2015). (Optional subject).

Academic year: 2023 ECTS Credits: 5.0 Languages: Spanish, English

LECTURER

Coordinating lecturer: HECTOR MENDOZA RAMIREZ

Others: Primer quadrimestre:
HECTOR MENDOZA RAMIREZ - Grup: M1
MARA GABRIELA PARTIDA MUÑOZ - Grup: M1

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Lecture / Expository method
Participatory exhibition class
Case studies
Seminar / workshop

LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE SUBJECT

The objective is to understand through case studies of relevant projects, focusing on their competition phase, how contemporary
situations have been solved, and how different international and local contexts have been interpreted.

The student will be introduced to research in architecture through architectural representation and the analysis of relevant Design
Competitions.
The student will delve into architectural representation techniques as a tool for analysis and communication.
The student will delve into oral and written communication techniques.
The student will discover project strategies, systems, approach to different contexts

STUDY LOAD

Type Hours Percentage

Self study 80,0 64.00

Hours large group 30,0 24.00

Hours small group 15,0 12.00

Total learning time: 125 h
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Design competition as a critical thinking tool

Description:
The program comprises two parts.
Theoretical classes as lectures by professors and guests with experience in the area of â��â��interest, interspersed with oral
presntations and debate in classes where the student intervenes directly in the analysis and criticism of the case studies.
This first part involves research, highlighting the relationship between the project and its representation in its different stages,
(analysis, development and ideation, and communication)
Main topics to be covered:
Analysis of tender documents.
The graphic discourse of architecture design competition . International case studies.
The Design competition as a thinking tool. Local case studies.

The second part of the course will be workshop-seminars. In them, the student will be accompanied to delve into the selection for
the case studies that each one will select. The student's work will be publicly exposed and work will be done on the graphic
synthesis and essay that will be delivered as evaluation material.

Full-or-part-time: 3h
Theory classes: 1h
Laboratory classes: 1h
Self study : 1h

GRADING SYSTEM

Continuous assessment
Continuous assessment will be based on the work carried out by the student during the academic year, through the submission of
assignments or the performance of written and/or oral tests, according to the criteria and timetable established.

Final assessment
If the continuous assessment is not positive, a second assessment may be carried out, which will consist of a final overall test in the
established methodology according to the criteria of the lecturer in charge (written or oral test and/or submission of assignments).

Telematic continuous assessment
In  online  teaching  situations,  continuous  assessment  will  be  carried  out  synchronously  and  asynchronously,  by  the  methods
established by the University and the School,  with a periodic record of academic activity by submitting assignments, forums,
questionnaires or any other means provided by the Atenea platform, or the alternative tools provided to the teaching staff. In
situations  in  which  this  telematic  teaching  takes  place  when  faceâ��toâ��face  teaching  has  already  begun,  or  for
nonâ��academic reasons, any alterations to the weightings or regular teaching control systems will be communicated in detail to all
students on the Atenea platform for every subject.

Final telematic assessment
If the continuous telematic assessment is not positive, a second assessment may be carried out consisting of a final overall test in
telematic format to be established in accordance with the criteria of the lecturers in charge and the ICT resources and tools provided
by the University or the School.
The measures for adapting to distance teaching will be implemented in accordance with ICT security and personal data protection
criteria to ensure compliance as regards Personal Data Protection legislation (RGPD and LOPDGDD).
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EXAMINATION RULES.

Throughout the course, the student will make a presentation of their research.
In accordance with the criteria established throughout the course, the student will deliver a graphic and written synthesis that shows
their detailed approach to the case studied.
Research Presentation 20%
Graphic synthesis 60%
Essay or written synthesis 20%
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