
Date: 16/01/2024 Page: 1 / 3

Course guide
230579 - FCTBEC - From Cooling and Trapping of Neutral Atoms
to Bose-Einstein Condensates

Last modified: 14/12/2023
Unit in charge: Barcelona School of Telecommunications Engineering
Teaching unit: 1022 - UAB - (ANG) pendent.

Degree: MASTER'S DEGREE IN PHOTONICS (Syllabus 2013). (Optional subject).

Academic year: 2023 ECTS Credits: 3.0 Languages: English

LECTURER

Coordinating lecturer: Consultar aquí / See here:
https://telecos.upc.edu/ca/estudis/curs-actual/professorat-responsables-coordinadors/respon
sables-assignatura

Others: Consultar aquí / See here:
https://telecos.upc.edu/ca/estudis/curs-actual/professorat-responsables-coordinadors/profess
orat-assignat-idioma

PRIOR SKILLS

Basic knowledge on quantum physics and quantum optics

DEGREE COMPETENCES TO WHICH THE SUBJECT CONTRIBUTES

Specific:
CE5. Know how to perform and understand basic experiments that demonstrate the main phenomena of optics and photonics.

Transversal:
CT1. ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND INNOVATION. Knowing and understanding the mechanisms on which scientific research is based, as
well as the mechanisms and instruments for transferring results between the different socioeconomic agents involved in R&D&I
processes.
CT5. ENGLISH. Accredit an adequate level of this language, both orally and in writing, in line with the needs that the graduates will
have.
CT3. TEAMWORK. Be able to work as a member of an interdisciplinary team, either as another member, or performing management
tasks in order to contribute to developing projects with pragmatism and a sense of responsibility, assuming commitments taking into
account the available resources.
CT4. SOLVENT USE OF INFORMATION RESOURCES. Manage the acquisition, structuring, analysis and visualization of data and
information in the field of the specialty and critically assess the results of this management.

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

- Lectures
- Resolution of exercises in the classroom or at home

https://telecos.upc.edu/ca/estudis/curs-actual/professorat-responsables-coordinadors/responsables-assignatura
https://telecos.upc.edu/ca/estudis/curs-actual/professorat-responsables-coordinadors/responsables-assignatura
https://telecos.upc.edu/ca/estudis/curs-actual/professorat-responsables-coordinadors/professorat-assignat-idioma
https://telecos.upc.edu/ca/estudis/curs-actual/professorat-responsables-coordinadors/professorat-assignat-idioma
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE SUBJECT

The main objective of this course is to provide an introduction into the recent developments in the field of atom optics which exploits
the particle-wave duality of atoms. This field emerged with the cooling and trapping of neutral atoms to very low temperatures. At
these temperatures, it is possible to implement mirrors, beam splitters, diffraction gratings and interferometers for atoms, in close
analogy to standard optics. Moreover, the achievement of Bose-Einstein condensation in 1995 opened the possibility to develop a
coherent source of atoms, in analogy with light sources of coherent radiation. The phenomena of condensation offers, however, much
more possibilities and a much richer dynamics that will be discussed along the course.

STUDY LOAD

Type Hours Percentage

Self study 51,0 68.00

Hours large group 24,0 32.00

Total learning time: 75 h

CONTENTS

Introduction

Description:
Basic atomic physics. Atomic structure, levels degeneracy, and symmetries. Fine and hyperfine levels. Interaction with external
fields: Zeeman effect, AC-Stark shift. Basic processes of light-matter interaction. Low energy atomic collisions.

Full-or-part-time: 2h
Theory classes: 2h

Cooling, trapping, imaging of neutral atoms and linear atom optics

Description:
Light forces on atoms: dipole and radiation pressure forces. Cooling: Laser cooling. Atomic traps: optical traps, magneto-optical
traps, magnetic traps. Detection methods of quantum gases. Linear atom optics: atomic diffraction and atom interferometry.

Full-or-part-time: 8h
Theory classes: 8h

Bose-Einstein Condensation

Description:
The ideal gas of bosons. Weakly interacting bosons. Mean field approach: The Gross-Pitaevskii equation, Bogoliubov de Gennes
equations, hydrodynamic theory. One and two dimensional bosonic trapped gases.

Full-or-part-time: 8h
Theory classes: 8h

Nonlinear and quantum atom optics

Description:
Matter-wave solitons. Superfluidity and vortices.

Full-or-part-time: 4h
Theory classes: 4h
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And more...

Description:
Strongly correlated regime: Bose-Hubbard model and Tonks-Girardeau gas. Quantum degenerate Fermi gases. Two-component
Bose-Einstein condensates and spinor condensates.

Full-or-part-time: 2h
Theory classes: 2h

GRADING SYSTEM

Two activities will be evaluated:
- Written exam (40%)
- Homework assessments (60%)
In addition, there will be an oral recovery exam for those students who have not passed the subject once the written exam and the
delivery of problems have been evaluated.
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condensation in the alkali gases: Some fundamental concepts". Reviews of modern physics [on line]. 2001, vol. 73, núm 2, pag
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