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Bachelor's degree in Nautical Science and
Maritime Transport
BARCELONA SCHOOL OF NAUTICAL STUDIES (FNB)

The bachelor’s degree in Nautical Science and Maritime Transport will provide you with the knowledge and skills needed
for optimal management of navigation manoeuvres, safety and pollution prevention, special cargoes, radio-electronic systems,
and other specialised matters. You will also get a good grounding in meteorology, computer representation and design
techniques, maritime legislation and regulations, and the organisation, management, marketing and financing of maritime
businesses. You can choose between two majors: 
 

Major in On-Board Practicals
You will be assigned to a merchant ship as a trainee to complete part of the work experience component required to qualify as
a merchant marine pilot.

Major in Maritime Business and Port Logistics
You will learn how the agents involved in maritime business and port logistics operate, focusing on a range of subjects,
including management, planning, legislation, economics, international maritime business and short sea shipping. This major is
taught in English.

MAJORS

On-Board Practicals
Maritime Business and Port Logistics

GENERAL DETAILS

Duration
4 academic years

Study load
240 ECTS credits (including the bachelor's thesis). One credit is equivalent to a study load of 25-30 hours.

Delivery
Face-to-face

Admission mark 2026-2027 academic year
8,154

Language of instruction

Check the language of instruction for each subject (and timetable) in the course sheet in the curriculum.

Information on language use in the classroom and students’ language rights.

Fees and grants
Approximate fees per academic year: €1,061 (€1,800 for non-EU residents). Consult the public fees system based on
income (grants and payment options).

Location
Barcelona School of Nautical Studies (FNB)

Official degree
Recorded in the Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities

https://www.upc.edu/slt/en/upc-language-policy/language-uses-rights/language-uses-rights-upc?set_language=en
https://upc.edu/en/bachelors/fees-grants-and-payment-options
https://upc.edu/en/bachelors/fees-grants-and-payment-options
https://upc.edu/en/the-upc/schools/fnb
https://www.educacion.gob.es/ruct/estudio.action?codigoCiclo=SC&codigoTipo=M&CodigoEstudio=2502000
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ADMISSION

New intake places
50

Pre-enrolment code
31045

New intake places via a change of degree
10

Admission mark 2026-2027 academic year
8,154. Admission mark

Weighting. University entrance examinations (PAU)
Weighting. University entrance examinations (PAU)

Registration and enrolment
What are the requirements to enrol in a bachelor's degree course?

CFGS credit transfer
Consult the university studies search engine of the Universities Channel of the Generalitat de Catalunya

Legalisation of foreign documents
All documents issued in non-EU countries must be legalised and bear the corresponding apostille.

CURRICULUM

Subjects ECTS
credits

Type

FIRST SEMESTER

Fundamentals of Mathematics I 6 Compulsory

Graphic Expression 6 Compulsory

Informatics 6 Compulsory

Maritime Legislation 3 Compulsory

Physics 9 Compulsory

Introduction to Nautical Sciences 6 Optional

SECOND SEMESTER

Business Management and Organisation 6 Compulsory

Chemistry 6 Compulsory

Fundamentals of Mathematics II 6 Compulsory

Maritime Economics, Ship Management and On-Board Human Resource Management 6 Compulsory

Maritime Technical English 6 Compulsory

THIRD SEMESTER

Coastal Navigation 6 Compulsory

Maritime Medicine 3 Compulsory

Naval Construction 6 Compulsory

Naval Electricity and Electronics 6 Compulsory

Technical English for Navigation 9 Compulsory

Business Communication 6 Optional

Construction of Recreational Craft 6 Optional

https://www.upc.edu/es/grados/acceso-y-admision/notas-de-corte
https://www.upc.edu/ca/graus/acces-i-admissio/ponderacions
https://upc.edu/en/bachelors/access-and-admission
https://universitats.gencat.cat/es/acces-universitat/acces-segons-perfils-estudiants/estudiant-cicle-formatiu/index.html#convalidacion-de-creditos
https://www.upc.edu/sga/es/expedientes/LegDoc
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Subjects ECTS
credits

Type

Innovation Management 6 Optional

Laboratory of Systems and Innovation Projects 6 Optional

Management Skills 6 Optional

Marine Data and Information Processing Using Matlab 6 Optional

Production Methods with Composite Materials 6 Optional

Project Management 6 Optional

Technical Inspection of Recreational Craft 6 Optional

FOURTH SEMESTER

Automatic Control 4.5 Compulsory

Electronic Aids to Navigation 7.5 Compulsory

Ship Theory 6 Compulsory

Stowage 12 Compulsory

Environmental Physics 3 Optional

FIFTH SEMESTER

Maritime Safety and Protection 6 Compulsory

Pollution Prevention and Sustainability 6 Compulsory

Regulations, Ship Operation and Logistics 9 Compulsory

Ship Theory and Naval Construction 9 Compulsory

SIXTH SEMESTER

Celestial Navigation 6 Compulsory

Manoeuvring and Regulations 9 Compulsory

Maritime Occupational Health and Safety 4.5 Compulsory

Radio Communications 6 Compulsory

Routes and Compasses 4.5 Compulsory

Sustainable Navigation in Port Operations 3 Optional

SEVENTH SEMESTER

Nautical Meteorology and Oceanography 7.5 Compulsory

Transport of Dangerous Goods 4.5 Compulsory

Work Placement 30 Compulsory

EIGHTH SEMESTER

Agents and Documentation of Transport Logistics Chains 6 Compulsory

International Maritime Business 6 Compulsory

Maritime Legislation, Regulations and Economics 6 Compulsory

Port Transport Management and Planning 6 Compulsory

Short Sea Shipping 6 Compulsory

Final Thesis 12 Project

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
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Professional opportunities
Marina management.
Inspection of fishing vessels.
Maritime traffic control.
Legal assessment in maritime law.
Shipping agencies.
Technical and management positions at state ports.
Safety inspection.
Technical positions with cargo handling companies.
Pilotage.
Teaching.

QUALITY ACCREDITATION

Check the degree’s main quality indicators in the University Studies in Catalonia portal of the Catalan University Quality
Assurance Agency. Find information on topics such as degree evaluation results, student satisfaction and graduate employment
data. 
Further information

ACADEMIC ORGANISATION

Academic calendar
General academic calendar for bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees

Academic regulations
Academic regulations for bachelor’s degree courses at the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya (UPC).

Language certification and credit recognition
Queries about language courses and certification

October 2026. UPC. Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya · BarcelonaTech

https://estudis.aqu.cat/euc/en/Titulacions/Fitxa?titulacioId=9854
https://www.upc.edu/en/bachelors/academic-calendar-and-academic-regulations
https://www.upc.edu/sga/es/normativas/NormativasAcademicas
https://www.upc.edu/slt/en/certify
https://www.upc.edu
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