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Master's degree in Sustainability and
Strategies for a Just Global Transition
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABILITY SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (ISST-UPC)

The master’s degree in Sustainability and Strategies for a Just Global Transition (master's webpage) offers comprehensive,
advanced and cross-disciplinary training to lead projects and design sustainability and global justice strategies from social,
ethical and governance perspectives. 
 
It provides scientific and technological knowledge and competencies to analyse, design and implement innovative strategies in
emerging fields such as energy transition, circular economy, urban planning, efficient public resource management, climate
planning and corporate sustainability in diverse social, cultural and political contexts at local and global scales.
GENERAL DETAILS

Duration and start date
1.5 academic years, 90 ECTS credits. Starting September

Timetable and delivery
Face-to-face

Fees and grants
Approximate fees for the master’s degree, excluding other costs (does not include non-teaching academic fees and
issuing of the degree certificate):
€1,743 (€4,050 for non-EU residents).
More information about fees and payment options
More information about grants and loans

Language of instruction

Check the language of instruction for each subject in the course guide.

Information on language use in the classroom and students’ language rights.

ADMISSION

General requirements
Academic requirements for admission to master's degrees

Specific requirements
The academic committee of the master’s degree will assess applicants’ prior qualifications.
 
Those seeking admission will ideally be graduates of bachelor's or master’s degrees in engineering or an equivalent
degree, architecture and building construction or an equivalent degree, natural sciences and mathematics or an
equivalent degree and social sciences, economics and geography or an equivalent degree.

New intake places
30

Pre-enrolment
Pre-enrolment for this master’s degree is currently closed. Use the “Request information” form to ask for information on
upcoming pre-enrolment periods.

How to pre-enrol

Enrolment
How to enrol

Legalisation of foreign documents

https://muse.masters.upc.edu/en?set_language=en
https://www.upc.edu/en/masters/fees-grants
https://www-upc-edu.translate.goog/sga/es/Becas?_x_tr_sl=ca&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=ca&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www.upc.edu/slt/en/upc-language-policy/language-uses-rights/language-uses-rights-upc?set_language=en
https://upc.edu/en/masters/access-and-admission/academic-requirements
https://upc.edu/en/masters/access-and-admission/pre-enrolment
https://upc.edu/en/masters/access-and-admission
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All documents issued in non-EU countries must be legalised and bear the corresponding apostille.

CURRICULUM

Subjects ECTS
credits

Type

FIRST SEMESTER

Biodiversity and Modelling of Socio-Ecological Systems 5 Compulsory

Elements of Statistics and Spatial Analysis 5 Compulsory

Environmental and Ecological Economics 5 Compulsory

Environmental Perception and Territorial Conflicts 5 Compulsory

Innovation, Planning and Sustainable Management in Organisations 5 Compulsory

Sustainability, Development and State of the World 5 Compulsory

SECOND SEMESTER

Climate Change and International Policies 5 Optional

Cooperation for Equitable Development 5 Optional

Ecological and Transformative Urbanism 5 Optional

Just Energy Transition 5 Optional

Strategies for a Global and Just Transition 5 Optional

Sustainable Design 5 Optional

Tools for Sustainability in Production Processes 5 Optional

Transdisciplinary Research 5 Optional

THIRD SEMESTER

Adaptation Strategies and Urban Green Infrastructure 5 Optional

Decarbonisation and Climate Resilience Strategies 5 Optional

Decision Support for Nature-Based Engineering and Ecosystem Regeneration 5 Optional

Industrial Ecology and Circular Economy 5 Optional

Intelligent Data Analysis for Decision Making 5 Optional

Master's Thesis Support Workshop 5 Optional

Master's Thesis 15 Project

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Professional opportunities
Sustainability specialist in public administrations: climate change, energy transition, circular economy; environmental
programme manager; 2030 Agenda officer.
Manager of European or international projects.
Corporate consultant: advice on sustainability and corporate social responsibility, environmental or social impact
analysis, management of sustainable innovation projects and environmental audits or certifications.
Researcher in sustainability and ecological transition, project specialist in research centres or universities and
professor in sustainability programmes.
Specialist or manager of just transition programmes in NGOs, cooperation bodies or international organisations:
climate adaptation, environmental justice and sustainable development.
Facilitator of participatory processes and social transformation in community organisations and the third sector. 
Coordinator of local ecosocial transition initiatives. 
Manager of social and solidarity economy projects.

https://www.upc.edu/sga/es/expedientes/LegDoc
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Competencies

Generic competencies

Generic competencies are the skills that graduates acquire regardless of the degree or field of study. The generic
competencies established by the UPC are capacity for innovation and entrepreneurship, sustainability and social
commitment, teamwork, proper use of information resources, knowledge of a foreign language (preferably English) and
gender perspective.

Design cross-disciplinary solutions and strategies for a just ecosocial transition.
Plan sustainable development policies, plans and programmes and decarbonisation strategies, considering key
stakeholders, spatial scales and local and international regulations.
Systemically assess solutions and proposals for a just global transition.
Formulate research projects drawing on the knowledge acquired in the field of sustainability science and technology.
Critically assess environmental, social and economic impact of products and services and promote actions that foster
sustainability and social justice in collaboration with relevant stakeholders.
Make informed and reasoned decisions in complex situations and apply ethical principles in academic, professional and
social contexts to promote responsibility and social engagement.
Integrate the gender perspective into solutions.
Generate creative solutions to social or technological problems, considering sustainability, the business model and the
requirements for entrepreneurship.
Evaluate information sources critically and responsibly, avoid plagiarism, respect authors’ rights and manage
information overload in a discerning manner.
Carry out and defend before an examination committee an individual piece of work in sustainability that synthesises
the knowledge, skills and competencies acquired on the master’s degree.

ACADEMIC ORGANISATION

UPC school
University Research Institute for Sustainability Science and Technology (ISST-UPC)

Academic coordinator
Olga Alcaraz Sendra

Academic calendar
General academic calendar for bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees

Academic regulations
Academic regulations for master's degrees at the UPC

August 2026. UPC. Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya · BarcelonaTech

https://upc.edu/en/the-upc/schools/isst-upc
https://futur.upc.edu/OlgaAlcarazSendra?locale=en
https://www.upc.edu/en/bachelors/academic-calendar-and-academic-regulations
https://www.upc.edu/sga/es/normativas/NormativasAcademicas
https://www.upc.edu
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